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Fund-Raising Update
As at 30 June 2020, the Foundation’s Endowment had received 122 pledges with a total 
pledged amount of about HK$207 million, of which about HK$183 million in actual funds had 
been received (88%). 

As at 31 August 2019, the Foundation’s Annual Giving Programme for the 2018/19 academic 
year had raised over HK$47 million, including donations from the SD and PD Annual Giving 
Programme campaigns, Facility Gifts, and Old Boy Reunion Gifts from the Classes of 1958, 
1968, 1973, 1978, 1983, 1988, 1993, 1998, 2003 and 2008.

The Annual Giving Programme for 2019/20 (1 September 2019 to 30 June 2020) raised about 
HK$10.5 million. 

The Foundation coordinated the DBS 150th Anniversary Programmes for the School in 2018/19 
and 2019/20. The annual Homecoming Concert was converted into the Anniversary Concert 
and held at the Hong Kong Cultural Centre. Three of the Foundation’s annual Fund-Raising 
Events for the 2018/19 academic year, namely Tennis Day, Planting Day and Fun Run were 
suspended.

150 Years & Beyond Campaign
In December 2014, the Foundation announced its launch of the “150 Years & Beyond” 
Campaign in order to raise a total of HK$200 million for establishment of the Endowment 
Fund. In 2019, the Foundation announced the accomplishment of the campaign’s goal with the 
results exceeding its target of HK$200 million.

Welcome to the 
Diocesan Boys’ School 
Foundation Limited Newsletter
This newsletter serves to provide updates to member of the DBS community about the 
Foundation, its fund-raising and investments, Foundation events, special feature stories 
about the Foundation, and how funds have been utilised for enhancing the School and the 
school experience for its boys. For more information we can always be reached at the contact 
information at the back of this newsletter. Thank You!



Special Events Convenor of the Foundation 
Events & Development Sub-committee,
Mr. Lawrence K. K. Yu ('64), S.B.S., M.B.E., J.P.

Newsletter Feature: 

Surrounded by vintage guitars, classic LP album covers, and memorabilia recalling an 
era of music and rock and roll redefinition, we members of the DBSFL PR & Publicity 
Sub-Committee had the delectable opportunity to dine and chat with our Old Boy big 
brother Mr. Lawrence Yu ('64) in his quarters. We later realized that what followed was a 
journey winding through memories, growth, duty, reflection and bonding, and that these 
topics become inextricably linked with one another when discussed in the context of our 
collective "DBS experience".

Stories of school days

Mr. Yu recalls the school environment and describes it as giving "space" or "空間 ", be it in 
sports, music or arts - "to each his own". He shares an example of this freedom by explaining how 
in the 1960s rugby and cricket were regular sports (albeit to some detriment of the Field!), and 
comments how concerts and plays held in the Hall also echoed our interactions and teamwork.

At the same time, a counterbalancing construct in place was the Prefect system, where Mr. Yu 
remembers Prefects as strict and ready to dole out punishment, but not in a way that would incite 
antagonism or anger.

The concept of discipline - Mr. Yu qualifies - had a more constraining tone to it, and was more 
rooted in the tradition and custom of the time. For example, walking around key locations such 
as the Roundabout and Main Entrance was considered to be out of bounds for students. Such 
an act often risked the offender having to face corporal punishment - a practice which has, since 
1991, become banned in HK schools. However, Mr. Yu fondly looks back with nostalgia at being 
caned as a "badge of honour"! On a more serious note, he elaborates that discipline helps one 
understand that if you commit a mistake, you’ll be punished and have to bear the consequence.

Occasionally, creativity would find its way into the realm of disciplinary action. When Mr. Yu was in 
primary grade (back then, DBS began schooling with Primary 5), one of his punishments involved 
drawing out a world map, requiring landmarks to be highlighted such as the Amazon, the Nile, 
the Rocky Mountains, the Andes, and the Mississippi River - penalty and purpose, he recalls, 
combined for discipline and learning. Today he can still do this from memory.

Continuing on that lighter note, Mr. Yu fondly recounts the communal fun of having thirty to fifty 
fellow Boarders in the dormitory as a recipe for many a pillow fight, while improvised races, with 
beds lined up as makeshift hurdles, 
would often take place. Perhaps more 
a sign of his times and a bygone era, 
the school environment had a notably 
multicultural tone to it, and he cites 
English, Thai, Indian as well as Eurasian 
boys being part of the student body, with 
such multiculturalism being yet another 
opportunity to learn from each other 
through understanding different cultures.



DBS - building of character

"Given everyone is different, there is no singular way or right formula for developing a person," 
comments Mr. Yu, referring to more than just knowledge accumulation. He describes character-
building as requiring time and effort, and despite our differences, he believes there are certain 
universal paths that DBS boys should, and do, embark upon.

Coupled with character-building as an individual journey for each student, the School's setting 
starts us off with the "rules of the game", he explains - that we cannot truly develop and grow 
without first having the basic tenets of discipline and teamwork.

Every DBS boy has felt the thrill of victory and the agony of defeat, whether as competitor or 
supporter; he points these out as formative experiences for us, in learning how to deal graciously 
with loss and in feeling pride and satisfaction after the struggles of a well-fought win.

In retrospect, the title of the definitive DBS history book To Serve and To Lead strikes a chord with 
Mr. Yu who believes that one must learn the capability to serve and thereafter develop oneself into 
a leader in some capacity, above and beyond following the tide of the masses.

Generational mission

Mr. Yu has been at the helm leading a large team in organizing the celebratory activities for the 
School's sesquicentennial just past (see the following pages for more information). With everyone 
sacrificing time and giving a lot of effort comes not only a great feeling of achievement and pride, 
but also a duty and responsibility, to both sustain the School's momentum from those before us, 
and pass to the next generation the same "torch" and sense of responsibility for the future. His 
appeal to the next era of DBS stewards: "Keep the banners waving at our 200th!"

Revelations and revelry at the 55th

Last year was also Mr. Yu's class' 55th anniversary celebration, offering a chance to look back 
and reflect on everyone's unique lives, yet common root. Every individual from the DBS Class 
of 1964 has taken a different path, with different lifestyles and different forms of success. And 
so goes also with everyone's perspectives and viewpoints. What Mr. Yu realizes from reunions 
is that while opinions may differ and not everyone will agree with each other, this is ok as we all 

carry the name of 拔萃 on our backs, and 
as long as we have the same goal, for the 
good of the School, for DBS to be standing 
tall. Also, when you're bonding with your 
classmates from over 50 years ago, no one 
really remembers (nor cares) who came 
first in the class! We could feel that strong 
sense of belonging as he talked about his 
reunion, spiked with joy, yet tempered with 
an accumulated wisdom over the years.

Time flew as we learnt and laughed with 
Mr. Yu, our big brother and still leader, 
and we had to hustle back to our office 
meetings, knowing we could have easily 
stayed to uncover so much more that 
is valuable and enlightening about our 
School and life in general; we very much 
appreciate his time and generosity for an 
unforgettable gathering!



  From left to right: Mr. Ronnie Cheng (Headmaster), Ms. 
Phyllis Lo (Headteacher), and Mr. and Mrs. Lee Seng Huang 
attended the plaque unveiling ceremony in June 2019 

Putting Funds to Use

The funds raised by the Foundation significantly impact the 
School, including recent initiatives, such as:

  Mobile glass partitions are installed 
in the Student Activity Centre

  Student Activity Centre   Rock Garden

School and Learning Environment

Student Activity Centre and Rock Garden

The covered playground in the Main Building for table tennis and assembly has been converted 
into a multi-urpose activity centre. The centre can be flexibly partitioned to cater to different types 
of student learning and extra-curricular activities. The Rock Garden nearby also has a refreshed 
green look with a new outline of the path and benches, in perfect integration with the pond.

PD Staff Room Extension Project

The staff rooms at Primary Division on the 2nd and 
3rd floors were extended. The extension allows more 
space for staffing resources and a special corner for 
exhibiting student artwork.

DBS Foundation Pavilion – Road to 150

For the Diocesan Boys’ School sesquicentenary in 
2019, the Foundation inaugurated a commemorative 
pavilion opposite to the Main Building. The Pavilion, 
named “Road to 150”, celebrates 150 years 
of excellence in education and symbolises the 
establishment of the DBS Foundation in 2012.



 Donors Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Tsang and their 
family members were invited to the plaque 
unveiling ceremony in March 2019, which 
was also attended by the Headmaster, the 
Headteacher, Foundation Directors, and guests 

PD Hall of Trophies

Thanks to the support of Mr. Patrick Tsang ’89, cabinets of trophies, 
medals and certificates have been installed at the entrance of the 
PD hall in appreciation of the merits of the students.

D-Laboratory and I-Laboratory

  Installation of 3D scanner 

Installation of kitchen cabinets in PD staff pantry

Renovation of Mini Golf area

Before 
renovation

After 
renovation



PD Extended Learning Weeks

PD Student Artwork Support Programme

PD Wellbeing Project

Student Learning and Extra-curricular Activities

PD STEM programme



PD Fencing Training Camp (Korea)

PD Music Tour (Singapore)

SD Fencing Training Camp (Singapore)

Music Performance Tour

The Diocesan Boys' School Symphony Orchestra, Senior String Orchestra 
as well as Symphonic Winds participated in the DBS Symphony Orchestra 
Central Europe Performance Tour 2019 held on 12-22 July 2019.

Vienna Musikverein Concert Prague concert



Bridge Team Competition Tour (Bangkok)

Water Polo Team Training Tour (Singapore)

  Hong Kong vs Mainland 
China Bridge Teams (Under 16) 

Staff Development 

PD Project Zero at Harvard University PD Oxford English Language Master Class



150th Anniversary Events
A series of programmes in academics, arts, culture, music and 
sports were planned and held in celebration of the School's 
150th Anniversary, and following are some highlights:

Inauguration Ceremony

On 12 January 2019, the School officially commenced 150th Anniversary celebrations with an 
inauguration ceremony in the presence of the Honourable Mrs. Carrie Lam Cheng Yuet-ngor, the 
Chief Executive of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, and attended by students, staff, 
alumni and friends of DBS. The day also marked the groundbreaking for the DBS Foundation 
Pavilion, to be named "Road to 150" and located opposite the Main Building, celebrating the 
School's sesquicentenary. To top it off, the night ended with an illumination ceremony that lit up the 
campus and the night sky with radiant colours!

DBS 150 Run

Another event for the history books, the DBS 150 Run on 31 March 2019 saw a packed Sports 
Ground adorned with a sea of commemorative DBS 150 Run jerseys, set in motion by round after 
round of lap races for different age groups of DBS boys and parents as well. One of the highlights 
of the day was surely the cross-generational relay race, started by Old Boys sporting the 8 house 
colours, who then passed the batons down to Secondary Division students, followed by handoffs 
to Primary Division students, bringing to life the message of perpetuation, and as proclaimed by 
the name of the event – 代代傳承拔萃跑 . Despite grey clouds forming near the end of the event, we 
managed the opportunity of an external group photo of the DBS family just before the rain started to 
pour – how blessed we were to be able to see the event to a happy and successful conclusion!

Groundbreaking ceremony for 
the DBS Foundation Pavilion  

  The Honourable Mrs. Carrie 
Lam Cheng Yuet-ngor, the Chief 
Executive of the HKSAR



Football Celebration

After the morning DBS 150 Run, in the afternoon a friendly match was played at School between the 
DBS Football Team and "Hong Kong Legend", Hong Kong's veteran football players, with the DBS 
boys winning 3:1.

Soap Box Race

The blessing continued as concerns of inclement 
weather didn't materialise for our Soap Box Race on 
8 May 2019. The School Drive was closed off as 8 
teams of vehicles took up the bandwidth to race down 
the Hill, with student drivers (and support staff also, 
consisting of Old Boys) donning full-on race gear – 
overalls, helmets, the works! House banners decorated 
the Drive, which was also lined with students cheering 
their teams on. The fastest house was Goodban while 
Sykes took the best design prize, and to top it off the 
campus was graced by timeless works of style with a 
Classic Car Exhibition – 8 cars for 8 Houses!

 Classic Car Exhibition

  Famous race drivers joined the Go-kart Run Demonstration 
on 16 April 2019, from left to right: Mr. Will Chan Kwok-ching, 
Ms. Denise Yeung Ka-yee, Mr. Lawrence K. K. Yu and Mr. Darryl 
O’Young Yeuk-hay



Thanksgiving Service

On 18 May 2019, all gathered together 
at St. John's Cathedral, the place 
where Mr. Piercy would go to with his 
boarders to take part in Evensong, 
for the Thanksgiving Service for 
our 150th Anniversary. Following a 
procession were a series of hymns, 
readings, collects and prayers, 
and the Archbishop also gave the 
congregation a sermon and blessing, 
between which all rose for a singing of 
our School Hymn.

150th Anniversary Concert

Music, as DBS heritage, culture and life, was celebrated across the two days of 10 and 11 July 
2019 at the Hong Kong Cultural Centre. Generations of DBS musicians – primary, secondary, and 
alumni – collaborated to put on a display of their craft lovingly developed through hard work and 
dedication. With the support of members of the community of our sister school, the Diocesan Girls' 
School, the event culminated in a grand finale conducted by our Headmaster Mr. Ronnie Cheng – 
Beethoven's Symphony No. 9, "Ode to Joy", celebrating the unity of mankind.



150th Anniversary Dinner

On 30 November 2019, the Diocesan community gathered for the 150th Anniversary Dinner, filling 
about 200 tables to represent Teachers and Staff past and present, Parents and Friends, and 
Students and Old Boys - with Classes from 1948 to 2017, spanning seventy years! To welcome 
everyone at the banquet hall were a replica of the School Hall entrance, recounting of the school 
history, display of school artifacts, a Mini-Fete, and a landscape-style illustration of the School 
(reminiscent of 清明上河圖 ), capturing the whole campus and featuring facets of daily student life. 
The Boys showed their gentle mastery on stage in singing Bridge Over Troubled Water, while the 
Old Boys demonstrated their sustaining prowess in performing their Diocesan Rhapsody. Under 
the baton of our Headmaster, supported by the school leadership, we all raised our glasses to 
commemorate this special occasion, an unforgettable milestone along our continuing journey!



150th Anniversary Logo

Two logos are exclusively designed for 
the 150th Anniversary. The primary one 
is characteristic of the architecture of 
the Main Building icon of the School 
and the year of establishment with 150th 
anniversary characters prominently 
presented and the school logo outline 
subtly embedded. The secondary logo 
is a romantic marriage of the number 
150 and DBS, and originated out of a 
student's winning design from the Logo 
Design Competition, integrating 150 
with DBS in a simple yet dedicated way.

150th Anniversary Commemorative 
LEGO Box Set

At the 150th Anniversary Dinner, a limited edition 
commemorative LEGO box set was included as one of 
the gifts, showcasing the School's Main Entrance.

An Album to stand for all time...

Having reached our 150th milestone, we shall make available a commemorative album on 
the unique Diocesan road travelled so far, taking measure of the spirit and character of 
DBS and her Boys, and for the journey that lies ahead. Stay tuned!

150th Anniversary Souvenirs

A series of memorable souvenirs are available 
through the Thankful Clearance Sale, featuring 
polo shirts, caps, umbrellas, and much 
more! For more information please email: 
dbsfoundation@dbs.edu.hk

  Award recipients of the Logo 
Design Competition and judges at the 
presentation ceremony

  Winning pieces of the 
Logo Design Competition 
were exhibited in the Art 
Gallery in May 2019



Closing of the Anniversary Programmes

A most eventful schedule of celebratory events has come to a close, and 
while the 150th Anniversary Exhibition, Education Conference and Garden 
Fete were unfortunately unable to be held as planned, as you can see 
from the above many large-scale initiatives were organized, diverse in 
nature and involving all in the Diocesan community. We wish to express 
our wholehearted thanks and appreciation to all stakeholders, sponsors 
and participants for their kind support in making the programmes joyous 
successes!

About the DBS Foundation

The DBS Foundation was established in 2012, set up to ensure that 
DBS will continue to have the funds available to advance, enhance and 
promote all aspects of education for generations to come. We invite 
donors and supports to contribute to our cause through three major 
streams:

• Events – The DBS Foundation organises annually a variety of fund-
raising events, inviting Old Boys and the greater DBS community to 
participate in fun activities, with proceeds to be used to achieve the 
Foundation’s goals.

• Annual Giving – For those who wish to donate on a more regular 
basis, the Annual Giving Programme, which entails monthly 
contributions of a fixed amount, provides more flexibility and 
convenience.

• Endowment Funds – Best suited for donors planning to make a fixed 
financial contribution, the endowed amount may be used towards 
(at the choice of the donor) supporting the general purposes of the 
Foundation or specifically in support of particular initiatives such as 
Faculty and Curriculum, Financial Aid and Scholarship, Scholastic 
Leadership, and Sports and Music. Endowment funds will be wholly 
retained as capital and only its investment yield would be utilised, 
thereby assuring the long-term sustainability of the funds.



For more information about the DBS Foundation, 
please contact us at:

Diocesan Boys’ School Foundation Limited
131 Argyle Street, Hong Kong
Telephone: +852 2297 3710
Fax: +852 2297 0855
Email: dbsfoundation@dbs.edu.hk
Website: www.dbs.edu.hk/dbsfoundation

Diocesan
Boys’ School
Foundation
Limited


